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Welcome and introduction of the aim and the agenda of the meeting

The CBSS, Valdur Lahtvee:
· Welcomed the national representatives and the members of international organizations to the 9th Climate Roundtable meeting. 
· Introduced the work of the CBSS and the Baltic 2030 Unit regarding implementation of the 2030 Agenda and coordination of the EUSBSR HA Climate.
· Stressed that the objective of the 9th Climate Roundtable meeting is to communicate and exchange best practices, good examples and experiences in achieving common goal on sustainable region and keeping the global warming within 1.5oC. 
· Welcomed Ilze Pruse, Director of Climate Change Department in the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development of Republic of Latvia, and congratulated Latvia on the occasion of the 100th Anniversary. 

Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development of Latvia, Ilze Pruse: 
· Welcomed the attendees on behalf of the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development of Republic of Latvia. 
· Highlighted the importance of the Climate Dialogue platform as a source of ideas and contacts to build partnership around CCA.
· Underlined the importance of regional stakeholders’ engagement. 
· Encouraged the participants to be actively involved into the discussion on CCA.

The CBSS, Valdur Lahtvee:
· 
[bookmark: _MON_1606814566]Introduces the agenda of the RT meeting 
· Underlined the importance to share experiences on what have already been done National level and on rising capacity of Local Governments to tackle climate change, to identify obstacles that needed to be addressed by coming Climate Roundtables
· Agenda is approved by all participants 

Agenda Item 1. Development of National Climate Change Agenda 

MEPRD of Latvia, Ilze Pruse: 
· Presented an overview of the National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy (NCCAS) development that included information about: 
· Meteorological analysis on current situation in relation to climate change (annual mean temperature has increased by 0.7oC; precipitation rates have increased; coastal retreats have become evident; vegetation season lasted longer etc.); 
· Interactive Climate Change Analysis Tool that has been developed, available online to the public; 
· Risk and Vulnerability Assessment that has been performed to identify climate change related risks (e.g. infrastructure damage, native biodiversity loss etc.) and measures;
· Environmental Policy Guidelines for 2014-2020 that served as foundation for NCCAS (e.g. monitoring system, system for preparation for weather events etc.); 
· Presented the NCCAS structure and content: 
· The Strategy was developed by the Ministry and expert working groups;
· The purpose of the Strategy is to reduce vulnerability of the society and nature from climate change related risks giving attention to human life, economy, infrastructure and buildings, values of nature and cultural history, knowledge and information (e.g. public awareness); 
· The Strategy is yet to be reviewed and approved.
· Introduced Climate Change Adaptation Monitoring System that serves to monitor the impact of CC on national economy, assess sectoral vulnerability and adaptability and promote development of adaptation measures, and consists of CC monitoring and CCA monitoring.
· Highlighted the challenges in relation to CCA in Latvia, e.g. the need to update national warning system, improve coastal erosion assessment, ensure active participation of insurance companies etc.
· 
Welcomed suggestions and questions. 

Questions:

NCM asked a question regarding the rhetoric behind both mitigation and adaptation strategies in Latvia.
Ilse replied that they would like to portray these two concepts in a positive way, so mitigation provides opportunities related to low carbon development and adaptation provides cities’ protection. 

NCM followed up with the question whether there is a willingness from the business sector to look for new solutions or if they want to continue with business-as-usual to safeguard their interests?
Ilse replied that the approach varied depending on the sector, some, like forestry, are very aware of climate change and engaged in climate solutions when others expect CCA policy to bring them additional costs and problems. The tactics was to communicate the message that CCA is in everyone’s interest, and it’s doing nothing that will bring losses greater than costs spent on adaptation. Also linked to investments. The situation is gradually improving. 

NCM asked whether financial sector is also engaged, since if they factor in climate impact in their loans, that would be a very strong signal to the market.
Ilse replied that financial sector is not that concerned about CC yet, however insurance sector is getting more engaged. The Ministry expects things to change very rapidly because of the new greening finance package and other initiatives that will change the way financial sector operates. 

NEA, Ida asked whether those few municipalities that already have NCCAS developed them in response to certain events? 
Ilse replied that usually it is the case, although some municipalities do not start developing policies because they do not attribute such events to CC. 

Ministry of Environment, Poland asked whether there are some legal obligations to consider climate issues, adaptation and mitigation in EIA due to the strategic projects?
Ilse replied that there were amendments implemented to EIA to make that even more visible and operational. 

Ministry of Environment, Poland asked whether there is a database with information from private companies on losses from climate change?
Ilse replied that they have information only from the public sector. There are plans to create a coding system that would allow to translate wordings into more understandable messages, which relates to losses and costs. And to do that a database of losses is required. 

SMHI, Jakob asked whether there are concrete examples on how forestry sector in Latvia adapts to CC?
Ilse replied that the work on that is going in several fields. One is related to improving the tree species resilience to CC by deliberately mixing the properties and factoring in CC when selecting new species to plant. Another is related to forest management regarding the measurements on how close trees are planted, infrastructure and irrigation systems. Forestry sector’s strategy is for 100-year period, and they have modelled CC for their own needs. It’s about state forestry company that owns half of the Latvia’s forests, private forest owners might not be as advanced. State company also works a lot on carbon sequestration and conducting a research on how the highest amount of carbon can be captured in the shortest period. 

The CBSS, Valdur asked how involved sectoral ministries are in mainstreaming climate? 
Ilse replied that the work to make sure that the sectoral ministries consider climate in their policies has been going for several years. With the Ministry of Agriculture such collaboration started 5 years ago, and they are more advanced than others in relation to CCA. The Ministry of Economics and the Ministry of Transport were convinced of CC not such a long time ago and now they are actively contributing into NCCAS and improving their own policies. There is a progress in Latvia in sectoral ministries involvement into climate issues. 

The CBSS, Valdur asked a question related to climate proofing the European Structural Funds, and whether there is a collaboration with the Ministry of Finance to allocate the ESF within the NCCAS?
Ilse replied that the ESF are very important source of financing to achieve CC policy objectives. The negotiation process among the Ministries is being maintained in favor of keeping the threshold on CC related expenses, and there is a discussion about the synergies regarding what is needed both for sectors and CC policies to make sure they are aligned. 

The CBSS, Krista asked a question related to implementing Paris Climate Agreement and NDCs. To what extent CCA is part of Latvian NDC? 
Ilse replied that Latvian NDC is a part of the EU NDC which is focused on mitigation.

The CBSS, Valdur asked whether Latvia is meeting the requirements for the countries to develop integrated climate and energy plans. 
Ilse replied that this work is being done in cooperation with the Ministry of Economics and all the sectoral Ministries, as well. Ministry of Environments is responsible for the part dealing with climate change mitigation and has finalized new GHG projections on which climate and energy plan is based. Draft has not been finalized yet, since new government is not yet formed. 

The CBSS, Valdur asked whether climate adaptation and mitigation synergies are rooted in the work of the Ministry.
Ilse replied that there is a separate budget program for CCA and CCM. So far mitigation has been prioritized; however, when assessing the project, adaptation aspect is now included to be considered. 

Agenda item 2. Tour de Table

CASS (Maie Kiisel): 
· Shared that Estonia is facing the same impacts form CC, and political focus in the country is the same as in Latvia. Also mentioned that climate strategy is aimed at extreme weather events, and not enough attention is paid on the CO2 emissions reduction;
· At CASS the focus is innovative approach where research and practice are combined in several projects:
· Energy reduction: money saved from the reduction of CO2 emissions are used to build nationwide charging network for electric vehicles;
· Forestry: artificially manipulated rain; research on carbon storage from clear-cuts; 
· Energy production: PV, biofuels etc.
· Shared a sociologist’s perspective on CC: focus on human behavior and the need to use more complex approach when trying to change it (scientific awareness rising is short-term); the need for more regulations on products and services etc. 

The CBSS (Valdur): 
· Noted that heat waves that occurred past summer has shown the negative impact on human health, and frequent forest fires proved the need of updating the firefighting capacity, however government is still focused on mitigation rather than adaptation in current ESIF;
· In the area of climate policies there is an issue about the energy supply, since we depend on oil; economic sector wants to invest in the oil production, so carbon footprint is still the same. 

The CBSS (Krista): 
· As coordinators of the EUSBSR HA Climate: involved in preparation of EEA technical paper “Adaptation policies and knowledge based in transnational regions in Europe” that will be published in December. Paper provides overview on several EU macro-regions and how they work with adaptation issues, and refers to the need for cross-border cooperation. 
· 
The Baltic Sea Strategy Action Plan is under revision, asked for opinions whether there is a need to change activities under HA Climate shifting the focus to CCA and in which areas, if yes. Underlined the importance to focus on cooperation and information exchange to see the priorities and state of adaptation in different countries. 

Ministry of Environment, Lithuania (Judita): 
· Ministry of Environment is responsible for CCA in Lithuania, currently there is National Plan for Energy and Climate that includes a big part for CCA, to be updated for 2030;
· The CC Strategy that combines mitigation and adaptation is being updated. A lot of work is being done in connection to civil protection and implementation of Sendai Framework, e,g . CCA plans in the cities. It is planned to finance CCA in public spaces next year, under discussion for now. 

NCM (Madis): 
· Climate is mainstreamed in NCM through the work of working groups and committees operating in ten thematical Councils of the organization;
· NCM is involved in many projects, initiatives and networks that contribute to climate goals and SDGs, e.g. ‘White Paper on Nordic Sustainable Cities’ report, ‘Nordic Solution to Global Challenges’ initiative (6 Flagship projects, e.g. Energy Solutions);
· NCM coordinates EUSBSR’s PA Bioeconomy.

Ministry of Economics (Madara): 
· Ministry of Economics pays a lot of attention to activities related to CC, e.g. improving energy efficiency by increasing the share of renewable energy; 
· There is an ongoing discussion with Ministry of Transport on how to change the transport system to reduce CO2 emissions;
· National Energy and Climate Plan 2021-2030 is being developed in cooperation with Ministry of Environmental Protection;
· Coordinates energy projects as a part of EUSBSR’s HA Climate.

Baltic Environmental Forum (Līga): 
· BEF represents NGOs from Germany, Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania that work on environmental protection projects; 
· In relation to CC issues, have several projects dealing with energy efficiency, CCA and sustainable mobility.

NCM (Maja):
· NCM in Latvia focuses their work on links between CC issues and circular economy; CC and energy, e.g. Nordic Energy Research to launch a project aimed to increase research capacity when it comes to energy storage and renewable energy; 
· Works on CCA and CCM in the cities looking at how middle-size cities can respond to changes, how SMART cities are defined in the region, and increasing cooperation with municipalities; 
· Digitalization is an overarching topic. NCM investigates how digitalization can help to respond to CC, and some digital solutions have been identified, e.g. the use of 5G technology when fighting forest fires etc. 

SMHI (Jakob):
· Represents Swedish National Knowledge Centre for Climate Change Adaptation;
· Update on CCA in Sweden:  
· Policy - the first NCCAS was presented by government in 2018, aimed to strengthen long-term CCA measures, and identify division of responsibilities between different authorities and agencies; contains guiding principles for CCA work, such as the principle of long-term perspective, co-dependence of adaptation and mitigation approaches to CC, precautionary principle etc.; 
· Legislation - new regulations for municipalities to consider climate risks in building and planning activities (starting from August); new land development regulation that allows municipalities to demand a special permit to change the ground;
· SHMI instructions has been changed. New Expert Council on CCA (8 members, 1 chair) to which the Knowledge Centre serves as the Secretariat; to deliver reports on CCA every 5 years; responsible for the outline of CCA policies priorities, monitoring and evaluation (start in January 2019);
· New government regulation on CCA considering other agencies. SHMI to monitor other agencies on the planning and reporting CCA, assist with developing of action plans and summarize reports (start in January 2019);
· Swedish National Board of Housing Building and Planning to coordinate the work on CCA in built environment (from June 2018); 
· The CCA conference took place in Norrköping (October 2018) where around 200 participants met to discuss different topics on CCA, e.g. forestry resilience.

NEA (Ida): 
· Section for Adaptation and Local Measures of the Climate Department at the NEA coordinates work on CCA in Norway both in public and private sectors, as well as within the NEA itself;
· Norway has NCCAS (2013); new Central Government Planning Guidelines on Adaptation issued in September; official report on storm water management is being developed; work on monitoring and indicator systems, there are indicators regarding biodiversity, adaptation doesn’t have indicators because it’s based on self-reporting; work on transboundary climate risks and what consequences can be expected from CC in other countries that improved dialogue with private industries;
· Informed about the conference in 2 weeks on CCA, where municipalities are invited; civil protection and physical measures against CC will be discussed. 

Ministry for Environment, Poland (Marcin): 
· Informed that this RT meeting is the last one for Marcin since he is changing the job, Poland will continue to be represented at the RT meetings;
· CCA in Poland: NCCAS was adopted in 2013, now there is ongoing work on monitoring its progress and evaluation of the Strategy which to be carried out by the end of the year, the results will contribute into new NCCAS or action plan; National Environmental Policy 2030 is being developed, will be implemented in line with NCCAS but will cover the gap between the old and the new Strategies; several projects, e.g. knowledge-based project, adaptation of the forestry etc. 
· 44MPA project is prioritized.

UBC (Björn): 
· UBC is a city network with 85 cities from the BSR, most cities are middle-sized or small;
· Changes in decision-making bodies due to the elections imposed the need to educate new decision-makers. Generation shift across local authorities. Increased attention towards environment and sustainable development. At the same time there is a lack of understanding about cooperation in the BSR; 
· Speaking of CCA, focus on vocabulary and rhetoric. Increasing number of cities working on climate actions but not talking about climate. After the PA, the rush of focus and ambitions on energy efficiency and economic goal. There a little difference between bigger and smaller municipalities, the difference in capacity is decreasing;
· UBC SCC coordinates Sustainable Development Action Programme 2016-2021, to start planning for 2022-2027;
· Riga is one of the most active cities (17 project proposals in themes of smart digitalization, urban mobility, energy efficiency etc.). Nordic countries need to be more active.

12:00 Lunch Break

CPMR (Richard): 
· CPMR BSC is covering regions within the EU, Africa etc.; 
· BSC Energy Working Group (set up 4 years ago), Österbotten region in Finland. Most of the work focused in creating projects with renewable energy. October 2017, project LARS (Learning Among Regions on Smart Specialization), website: https://www.lars-project.eu/. Partners in Lithuania, Latvia, Germany, Sweden and Norway. 
· BSC Energy Working Group mandate has been extended. According to the present work plan, to cover climate change and sustainable development that closely linked to energy issues. CPMR can be viewed as Europe’s biggest lobby organization, to convey messages from the BSR to the big organizations. 
· LARS partners work with: circular economy for electronic and electric house devices (Germany); innovative products (Finland); biogas consumption effects (Lithuania); biocoal and biochar (Sweden); flexible manufacture systems for wood, food, metal and other industries (Lithuania); advanced production methods (Latvia); energy technology production systems (Finland); wood construction (Norway) etc. 
· 1 February 2019, Finland – seminar on circular economy (‘Future of Europe’ conference); 

CDR (Rikke): 
· Denmark has no NCCAS; there are CCA plans on municipal level; a lot of activities on CCA among the trade organizations;
· Aim is to create political awareness both on national and European levels; mapped out the holes in the legislation to be communicated to Brussels.

Tour de Table conclusion: 
The CBSS: 
· everyone is encouraged to share any news and events to be distributed in the networks;
· HA Climate website http://haclimate.eu/ has been elaborated and is operational, where stakeholders can share info on what is happening in the countries, the state of implementation of NCCAS, share examples of good projects in municipalities on adaptation and resilience. 

Agenda item 3. Local Governments role in adapting and rising resilience to CC  

SMHI (Jakob):
· CCA in Sweden and the role of municipalities.
· In Sweden local municipalities and authorities are responsible for physical planning within their geographical boundaries in both land and water (290 legislation bodies). National and regional bodies have only advisory role. Municipalities have two main tools: comprehensive planning and detailed development planning (e.g. buildings or districts);
· Changes to Planning and Building Act (PBL): municipalities are legally obliged to describe climate risks in their plans, and actions to avoid such risks (e.g. coastal erosion and landslides); municipalities have to demand permits to change the ground to ensure its permeability;
· CCA on the coastal zone: city districts are often located by the sea, but climate risks such as coastal erosion and rising sea level are disregarded. Long-term perspective has to be considered. Examples: 
· Helsingborg (storms, water levels have risen – worked on CCA planning, CCA Strategy Map); 
· Kristanstad (city is located below sea level, physical barriers to avoid floods were build); 
· Ystad (suffers from coastal erosion, retreated 200 meters inland – different solutions, soft solutions like beach nourishment with sand); 
· Vellinge (expensive housing area on the peninsula, most exposed to storms - plan to build a barrier till 2065, long-term perspective is lacking, politicians are not willing to acknowledge the problem); 
· Göteborg (plan to build a barrier across the river to protect from rising water levels, many solutions are discussed). 
· CCA in general: Swedish Environmental Research Institute (IVL) and Swedish Insurance (Svensk försäkring) have ranked municipalities in terms of CCA. Such collaboration between IVL and SF is a good example of showcasing the activities within municipalities, how some work better than others. Highest ranked municipalities:
· Uppsala (proactive CCA work in terms of flood prevention; CCA is integrated in the comprehensive planning and water programme; focus on green spaces and city landscape; willingness to cooperate with the County Administrative Board); 
· Lomma (located on the seashore; integration of CCA thinking in the planning; developed the map of the city identifying places in danger of flooding, which is shared with the public; looked at the watershed and cooperate with other municipality on the water line); 
· Stockholm (planning, coordination and investment; mapping of locations under severe flooding risks; work on slowing water flows; shared with population); 
· Swedish National Knowledge Centre for CCA: what are the needs and barriers to respond to CC? The need for knowledge sharing and capacity building. In smaller municipalities could be problems with that due to the lack of resources. Developed the Manual for CCA (Klimatanpassning) to support municipalities in initiating CCA work through practical steps (0 - Motivation; 1 - Establishment; 2 - Analysis; 3 - Prioritization; 4 - Implementation; 5 - Follow Up); 
· Examples of regional CCA cooperation: regional coastal cooperation in South and South-West of Sweden (Regional Kustsamverkan) looks into how to address challenges faced by municipalities, the first time such work is cross sectoral between different levels and agencies; Delegation for Göta älv launched by Swedish Geotechnical Institute and representatives from the municipalities of the river valley – allows municipalities to apply and finance practical geotechnical measures to improve soil stability and reduces risks of landslides and erosion; to be launched EU LIFE COAST ADAPT – focus on ecosystem approach to CCA in shorelines in South of Sweden, will implement softer measures (like the Dutch Sand Engine); 
· There is substantial cooperation between different government levels, key barriers are the need for knowledge and capacity building, division of responsibilities between governments and agencies, financing of CCA measures at local levels, long-term thinking beyond 2100. 

Questions:

1. The CBSS (Valdur) asked the question regarding the ranking of municipalities in Sweden and what aspects were considered.
SMHI: They look at planning strategies and cooperation with other agencies/municipalities. They do not do the ranking every year, but they expected to continue. 

2. Ministry of Economics (Madara) asked the question regarding the soft measures. Added that in Latvia the sand is blown in the creating a lot of problems for the government.
SMHI: Instead of replenishing sand every year, they put it there once and leave it there. The sand taken from the sea, creates the issue of mines in the sea. Debated among different agencies.  

3. Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development (Elina) asked whether Building and Planning Act is a national level document? Are there any other examples of how to influence municipalities?
SMHI: The Act is a national legislation that requires municipalities to implement CCA in their local planning. 

4. NEA (Ida) asked what IPCC emission scenario was considered?
SMHI: Sweden has not chosen one scenario. The National Strategy suggests to consider the whole range of scenarios including the worst one. 

NEA (Ida): 
· The main motivation for incentives to increase resilience in municipalities comes from the past experiences, e.g. extreme weather events challenging for many sectors and industries; the need is not to adapt to future climate but to current conditions, which is more a reactive adaptation and not proactive (especially in small municipalities);
· Political framework: White Paper on CCA (2013) that explains what kind of challenges the society is facing, and how the government is addressing those challenges; developed national targets for CCA; several White Papers related to CC (e.g. biodiversity, civil protection etc.); the Climate Act came to force in January 2018, includes reporting requirements for CCA; 
· In Norway CCA will require different approaches depending on the regional contexts, measures should be based on local needs; complicated to develop National Guidelines on CCA for 422 municipalities with drastic differences in weather conditions; 
· The County Governor provides a links between the state and municipalities. There are 16 County Governors in Norway who translate national policy and contribute into its implementation on the local level through guiding municipalities in their local work, and in the position to raise formal objection when municipal plans to not take CCA into account (based on knowledge); several County Governors help to develop national adaptation; 
· Municipalities have overall responsibilities on social development, planning, provision of services. Municipalities are not required to have CCA plans, CCA should be day-to-day responsibility in municipalities’ work in different sectors that is imposed through legislation and guidelines; 
· Legislation: Planning and Building Act is the most important tool when it comes to CCA, it is sector neutral and takes into account different sectoral interests; EIA framework includes CCA aspects; Civil Protection Act includes emergency preparedness; all municipalities are to deliver risks and vulnerability analysis, including effects of CC;
· Central Government Planning Guidelines (2018) cover the areas of climate, energy and CCA. CGPG to specify expectations for municipal planning: assessment of effects CC will have on long-term goals and strategies; clear division between commissions related to land use, to the society as a whole and municipality as organization; stresses the need for coordination of cooperation between different government levels; clarifies expectations and responsibilities regarding knowledge; suggests to use nature-based solutions; explains that planning should be based on worst/best case scenario projections; 
· General information on CCA: www.klimatilpasning; 
· 
Challenges: lack of resources, especially in smaller municipalities, in terms of knowledge, competence, finance, time; challenge to use climate data for regional profiling; cost of adapting is not known, need projects on that; CCA compete for attention with other local government tasks; hard to engage politicians in CCA work; complicated to coordinate work on CCA (in terms of cooperation between sectors) and outreach (people do not know about the NEA work). 
 
Questions:

1. SMHI asked the question regarding knowledge and how municipalities can work with it. 
NEA replied that there will be second guidelines that will be more practical, however information and knowledge should come from regional and national authorities. 

Poland, Marcin: 
· Project 44MPA: development of adaptation plans for municipalities in 44 Polish cities with different geographical/political contexts – to identify vulnerabilities to CC and develop actions on a local level (in 44 cities that cover 30% of Poland) and raise awareness to CCA through educational campaigns, and initiating dialogue between society and government; urban area is one the most vulnerable areas as underlined by Polish NCCAS;
· Process: analysis of existing strategic and planning documents, data to avoid overlapping; identification of exposures and urgent problems; assess climate impacts etc. 
· Cooperation: interdisciplinary team of actors and experts in each city to work with contractor teams in each city; public consultations and workshops on different levels of project development;
· Benefits: economic (e.g. reduced costs of the damages, secure future investments etc.), governance (water management, resilience of the country etc.), stakeholders’ engagement;
· Now focus is on implementation since country is facing CC impacts now, e.g. floods, droughts;
· Local incentives to increase resilience: development of the guidelines for urban adaptation plan; funding for projects from regional funds (e.g. rainwater management from EU National funds); up-to-date knowledge base and institutional/political support from the ministries; economic benefits from ‘lessons learned’ (1 euro in adaptation = 4 euros spend on repairing);
· Legislation: in Poland there are no obligations on CCA for municipalities, except that CCA Urban Plan is needed to apply for water management from EU National Fund;
· Activities: depend on the city since some municipalities were not familiar with CCA concept or impacts of CC; in the framework of 44MPA, cites will have new units working for CCA; ADAPTCITY project that maps risks for the cities;
· Cooperation between municipalities: in the framework of 44MPA, networking and exchange of experience to facilitate implementation of the measures; municipalities receive political and institutional support (on national and regional levels);
· 
Challenges: political cycles (local government changes every 4 years when CCA requires long-term solutions); lack of finance resources; lack of knowledge; competing points of view between experts and local authorities. 

CDR: 
· Central Denmark Region consists of 19 municipalities (out of 98). No authority to secure planning across municipalities, no coordination across authorities and different interests;
· Coast2Coast Climate Challenge project initiated to help with common challenges across municipalities; 
· Legislation: CCA plans were developed in 98 municipalities in 2014, after floodings in 2011;
· Process: mapping using Housing and Building Register; implementation through water supply finance system; possible to apply for 100% financing, and municipalities pay for hardware and utilities;
· Attention is on the dialogue across governance borders to create joint maps; scenario with increased precipitation (till 2100), considering coastal challenges; 
· Governance: synergies and co-creation;
· Objective: better mutual planning, efficient taking care of water related challenges –multifunctional solutions, e.g. climate road Hedensted (permeable asphalt where precipitation is used to heat kindergarten);
· Challenges in sustainable agriculture (wheat or rice), need to be prepared for floodings;
· Business opportunities, e.g. pump manufacturers cooperation with insurance companies, remote sensing as a tool (Copernicus programme);
· 
AquaGlobe, Klimatorium. 

Coffe Break

Agenda item 4. Needs of the local governments for capacity building on adapting to climate change

UBC, Björn: 
· There are a lot of challenges related to CC; rhetoric has changed a lot since 2015, everyone joined the discussion on CC; in cities, many take on the CC activities, and others follow as well; Nordic municipalities have an opportunity to do more in terms of CC due to legislation, mandates etc.;
· In the BSR capacity building is important, but tradition of cooperation is usually forgotten or underestimated;
· The size of municipalities matter in terms of capacity and resources; however, the BSR has the ability to cooperate on many levels, from international to national and then to local authorities; 
· CC work in cities, according to survey on successful drivers of CC work, comes down to: support in form of legislations/regulations/guidelines; funding; knowledge base to increase capacity and resources; but also willingness to act including personal desire and belief – and the PA is one of the examples;
· Stagnation in CC work could be caused by the money issue, the need to reorganize the funding system to seek for complex and long-term solutions, so that decision-makers understand the importance; generation shift that is happening is positive, young people take on decision-making roles and they have a clear vision for the future; organizations like UBC should have a clear goal, as well, and provide facilitation support not training;
· UBC’s vision and goals: Sustainability Action Programme 2016-2021; focus on activities with climate-smart Baltic cities; CC is viewed as cross-sectoral issue, included in city planning, buildings, water management, infrastructure etc.; 
· There is still a lack of awareness and knowledge on CC, prejudices block actions, e.g. weather events are not connected to CC, responsibility is not recognized etc. Though situation is changing in City Councils;
· UBC tools: Resolution on Climate Change adopted at UBC General Conference in 2007, influenced municipalities to take action on CC; in 2016-2017 discussion on how to convince mayors who are skeptical of CC, survey showed: the need to develop business models/plans for CC work (cost-related), and the need to develop global benchmark to understand the situation in the cities of the BSR compared to the cities in other regions of the world – to provide arguments for discussion in the City Councils; in 2017 UBC adopted Resolution on Sustainable Development Goals; benchmark reporting among UBC member cities, communication on CC is possible even without the state support; new Memorandum of Understanding 2019-2021; cooperation between the BSR and Canada/the USA is discussed;
· UBC project work in three main areas that have implications on CC: water management, urban mobility, smart urban planning and energy efficiency; CASCADE – new projects that looks at CC and civil security on macro-regional level;
· Challenges: mainstreaming mandate; strengthening knowledge; providing policy support from the state; developing and maintaining networks with ideas, benchmarks, peers, projects; improved cooperation.

1. University of Tartu (Maie): people in charge might not know about CC, and since officials informed on many different things, it might be difficult for them to take actions on CC. It’s facilitation and cooperation aspect that should be improved rather than awareness rising. Putting information on the website is not enough to get attention from the municipalities.
UBC: Through our projects we are trying to communicate solutions, we have more than 100 meetings per year. We facilitate discussion at the meetings, through examples people discuss CC issues. 

2. The CBSS (Krista): UBC is doing a lot if useful projects, projects that elaborate toolboxes for water management, or how to elaborate adaptation plans for the city etc. Outcomes might be useful for countries. We need to try to capitalize and share the outcomes of the projects by informing national institutions and organizations that work with CCA policies. They can learn from examples, and then capitalize them and use them in their national work. Maybe HA Climate website could become a functioning platform to share experiences and information. It is important because some countries are not aware that their municipalities participate in the projects, and there are useful outcomes out there.

3. The CBSS (Valdur): The mapping of the state-of-the-play on CCA in the local governments have been compiled as an overview paper. Encourage those who did not provide an input, to do so by the mid-December. 

4. The CBSS (Krista): Besides of providing an input on the overview, but also elaborate documents mapping the needs and challenges of each country, description of adaptation actions etc., that could be used as a contribution to the revised action plan to be submitted in the EU Commission.

Agenda item 5. Stocktaking of the HA Climate Flagship Projects 

· The CBSS (Valdur) introduced the CBSS and its work with the EUSBSR through HA Neighbors, PA Secure, HA Climate. Underlined cooperation with other regions (Mediterranean, EA etc.)
· Projects: 
· iWater: completed; looked at the integrated approaches to storm water management; benefited promoting green factor tool; toolbox is being used after the project has ended not only by participating institutions; pilot solutions helped to generate understanding among municipalities and society; created employment opportunities, as well; http://www.integratedstormwater.eu/ 
· BioBIGG: bioeconomy in the South Baltic Area; involves small region enterprises, deals with waste management in agricultural production (biomass to replace fossil fuels); in partnership with universities and research institutions; also looks at innovative food products and bioenergy from biomass materials; https://biobigg.ruc.dk/ 
· EFFECT4Building: PA Energy took over; presents package of different energy measures for buildings; includes toolbox; partnership covers the BSR; http://www.effect4buildings.se 
· 
SUMBA: looks at sustainable urban mobility and commuting; in the process of seeking the flagship status; http://sumba.eu/ 

BEF (Liga): project focuses on sustainable mobility as the number of commuters is increasing; investigates how to decrease the use of private cars and provide easier ways to commute; through transport modelling and data management; plan to develop commuting masterplan for RigaCity agglomeration area; 
UBC (Björn): UBC has the project Cities. Multimodal that is similar to SUMBA, suggestion to discuss the partnership; 
BEF (Liga): we have communicated, they are mainly focusing on cities and SUMBA covers suburbs too; synergies are possible; after having SUMBA results from 1 year work, communication will be continued; 
UBC (Björn): could be successful cooperation in internal transportation and suburbs; complementary; 

· CASCADE: HA Climate and PA Secure to ensure the policy recommendation and policy dialogue; looking for guidelines for the climate risk assessment which is expected to be the final product of the project;
· 
Interreg BSR projects calls are open; focus on research and innovation, smart specialization, marine litter management, management of marine space, climate change adaptation and mitigation;  deadline 31 January;
- CAMS Platform (Climate Adaptation and Mitigation Synergies): focus on synergies in energy efficiency projects, to make sure that all the outcomes and benefits of the projects are of use – aimed to make societies more resilient; contributes to development of preventing measures, climate proofing etc.; seeks for partners to improve outreach for dissemination (possibly EFFECT4Buildings, UBC, PA Energy, BEF etc.), lead party should be from Interreg.

Agenda item 6. Coming events/actions:

· Greener Agriculture for Sustainable Sea (GRASS) Conference, 13-14 December in Minsk, Belarus; organized together with Ministry of Agriculture of Belarus, Coalition Clean Baltic, WWF; focus on green agriculture and marine environment, climate, SDGs;
· Conference Baltic Pathways towards Low Carbon and Climate Resilient Development, spring 2019 (tbc); 
· Conference on Green Public Procurement, spring 2019 (tbc);
· 10th Roundtable Climate Meeting, Denmark (tbc); plan to look at integrated climate and energy plans;
· 
[bookmark: _MON_1606818521][bookmark: _GoBack]International Seminar on the Circular Economy and Energy, 1 February 2019 in Lahti, Finland.

THE CBSS EGSD is in the process on updating the mandate. Among proposed points for action is to establish special climate expert group. To be decided by the Ministries. 

Chair thanks the Ministry of Environment Protection and Regional Development of Latvia for support in arranging the meeting. 

End of the meeting.
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Development of National Climate 
Change Adaptation Policy in Latvia
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1. Climate Change in Latvia


– Analysis of climate change


– Risks’ and vulnerability assessment


2. Environmental Policy Guidelines with 
regard to climate change adaptation


3. Latvia’s National Climate Change Adaptation 
Strategy 2030 (draft)


4. Climate change monitoring system


5. Challenges


Content







Analysis of climate change in Latvia


Report available: http://www2.meteo.lv/klimatariks/zinojums.pdf


In 2015-2016 Latvian Environment Geology and 
Meteorology Service (LEGMC) for the first time in Latvia 
performed broad historical  climatological data analysis & 
developed climate change scenarios until 2100.


Meteorological parameters: 


• Air temperature and 20 climate indices that characterize air 
temperature mean and extreme values


• Atmospheric precipitation amount and 10 climate indices that 
describe extreme precipitation events


• Wind speed and 12 climate indices that that characterize wind 
speed and directions


Time scale: 1961 - 2010 years (wind data from year 1966).


Spatial scale: all LEGMC observation stations, which 
perform air temperature, precipitation and wind observations.



http://www2.meteo.lv/klimatariks/zinojums.pdf





• The annual-mean air temperature during the period from 1961-2010 has increased 
by 0.7 ºC (most radically in winter). By 2100 the annual-mean air temperature might 
increase by 3,4 ºC to 5,4 ºC;


• The number of frost days and ice days has already decreased and by the end of 
the 21st century it will decrease more than by half:


• Climate change has resulted in the increase of the amount of precipitation on average 
by 6% or ~39 mm. By the end of the century, an increase of the total annual 
precipitation by 13 to 16% (about 80-100 mm) is projected. The most significant 
increase is expected during winter and spring seasons (24-37% or 35-51%). 


• During the period from 1961 to 2010 a typical growing season in Latvia has been from 
184 to 200 days a year. By year 2100 the duration of the growing season will increase 
by about 1 to 2 months.


Key facts about climate 
change in Latvia


Data source: Latvian Environment 
Geology and Meteorology Service







Examples of air temperature 
increase in Latvia
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Since 1960 the number of summer 
days (air temperature above 
+25°C) has rapidly increased.


In September and October
2018, the mean air 
temperature in Latvia was 
+14.6°C (3.2ºC above normal) 
and 8.1°C (1.3 C above 
normal), respectively.


Deviation from average mean air 


temperature in summer 2018, °C


Data source: Latvian Environment 
Geology and Meteorology Service







Examples of precipitation increase
in Latvia


Year
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Number of days with very intensive 
precipitation (≥20 mm)


• Increase in annual 
precipitation, especially in 
winter season


• Increase in extreme
precipitation


Data source: Latvian Environment
Geology and Meteorology Service


Percipitation in Latvia from 9 
am on 23 August till 13 pm on
24 August 2017 in comparison
to August’s norm


Photo: @LVceli/Twitter







Latvia’s coastal retreat (erosion) 
forecast by 2060


Source: Dr.Jānis Lapinskis







Interactive climate change 
analysis tool


Climate change analysis tool 
has been published, and 
made available for both 
society and local & 
international scientific 
community. 


The tool allows to follow the 
past climate change and to 
visualize the projected 
climate change scenarios in 
the nearest and furthest 
future.


http://www2.meteo.lv/klimatariks/ 







Climate change related risks and 
vulnerability assessment


Sectors analyzed:


• Construction and infrastructure planning


• Biodiversity and ecosystem services


• Landscape Planning and Tourism


• Health and welfare 


• Agriculture and forestry


• Civil Protection and Emergency Planning


Methodical steps for the analysis:


• Evaluation of climatic impacts 
and their socio-economic 
consequences


• Setting up climate change risk 
matrix, based on international 
standard ISO/IEC 31010:2009


• Vulnerability assessment


• Evaluation of socio-economic 
losses and gains for the next 50 
years


• Choice of adaptation measures 
according to multi-criteria 
analysis


• Establishing adaptation 
indicators for climate change 
and adaptation monitoring
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Main identified climate change 
related risks in Latvia


• water contamination/
eutrophication;


• rising water temperatures;
• decrease of dissolved oxygen 


volumes in water;
• infection diseases uncharacteristic 


for Latvia;
• new species, including, pests;
• drive out of ecologically sensitive 


species;
• flood and ice drift;
• storm and storm surge;
• forest and peat fire;
• water raising in rivers and lakes;
• change of tourism season length 


and characteristics;
• erosion;
• infrastructure damage;
• landslide;


• increased run-off;
• decreased network capacity;
• increased electrical transmission 


network damage;
• rail bending;
• equipment overheating;
• embankment instability;
• acute intestinal infection and chronic 


diseases;
• insect-born infections;
• mortality from respiratory diseases;
• heat strokes;
• spread of tree diseases and insect 


populations;
• black frost;
• desiccation;
• lacking winter frost putting barriers to 


forest exploitation;
• hydro energy exhaustion in summer.


More information: http://www.varam.gov.lv/lat/publ/petijumi/petijumi_klimata_parmainu_joma/?doc=23668



http://www.varam.gov.lv/lat/publ/petijumi/petijumi_klimata_parmainu_joma/?doc=23668





Main identified measures for 
adapting to climate change in Latvia


More information: http://www.varam.gov.lv/lat/publ/petijumi/petijumi_klimata_parmainu_joma/?doc=23668


• care of elderly and disabled 
persons;


• collection of data on losses;
• warning systems;
• provision of natural shading;
• control of invasive species;
• wetland preservation;
• strengthening of shoreline;
• revision of construction 


regulations;
• rain water collection/discharging;
• forest management adaptation;
• crop diversification;
• green infrastructure in cities;
• adaptation inclusion in policies;
• forest road maintenance;


• appropriate breed selection;
• amelioration;
• insurance;
• readjustment of economic sectors; 
• education, informing;
• limitation of pests and pathogens;
• protection of cultural landscape;
• protection of affected local species;
• monitoring and projections;
• readjustment of territory planning;
• supply with drinking water;
• energy system readjustments.



http://www.varam.gov.lv/lat/publ/petijumi/petijumi_klimata_parmainu_joma/?doc=23668





Adaptation aspects in the 
«Environmental Policy Guidelines 
for 2014-2020» 


• Climate change modelling in Latvia and development of an 
integrated data system (done)


• Risk and vulnerability assessment and identification of adaptation 
measures (done)


• Development of climate change monitoring system (done)


• Improvement of national system for preparedness and reaction 
on climate change extremes (currently by Law on Civil protection 
and catastrophe management) 


• Improvement of infrastructure to reduce climate change caused 
flooding (flood risk maps developed for all river basins)


• Protection from coastal erosion of coastal areas with nationally 
important infrastructures (ongoing)


• Integration of adaptation measures in other policies and work of 
municipalities (ongoing)


Goal: to enhance Latvia’s readiness to adapt to 
climate change and its impacts.







Climate change
analysis and 


modelling


Climate change
risks’ and 


vulnerability
assesments


Draft strategy
prepared by the


Ministry


Draft strategy
reviewed by


inter-
institutional 


working
group and 
experts’
working
group


Revised strategy to 
be sent for the 


official 
interinstitutional 


coordination


Development of Latvia’s Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategy 2030







Draft of Latvia’s Climate Change 
Adaptation Strategy 2030


Goal: Reduce vulnerability of Latvia’s people, economy, 
infrastructure, buildings and nature from climate change impacts 
and enhance utilisation of climate change created 
opportunities.


1. Human life and health is protected from adverse impacts of climate 
change. 


2. Economy is able to adapt to climate change and use its provided 
opportunities. 


3. Infrastructure and buildings are climate resilient and planned 
taking into account possible climate change risks


4. Values of nature and cultural history are preserved by limiting 
adverse impacts of climate change on them 


5. Knowledge and information for the development and 
implementation of climate change adaptation policy is ensured







Climate Change Adaptation 
Monitoring System


Purpose:


▪ to monitor the impact of 
climate change on national 
economy, 


▪ to assess sectoral 
vulnerability and adaptability, 


▪ to promote the development 
of adaptation measures.


Structure:


▪ climate change monitoring,


▪ climate change adaptation
monitoring, based on 
adaptation indicators for 
economic sectors.


Keeper: LEGMC







Challenges (key tasks to be done)


• Finalising interinstitutional coordination of the strategy;


• Updating and enhancing national coastal erosion 
assessment considering climate change scenarios;


• Enhancing and regionalising national warning system 
regarding meteorological phenomena;


• Encouraging more active participation of municipalities in 
the implementation of climate change adaption policy; 


• Integrating climate change adaptation considerations into 
spatial planning legislation (and of-course into spatial 
planning);


• Ensuring more active participation of insurance
companies’ mitigating costs of climate change related 
losses.







Thank you for attention!


Questions?


Ilze Prūse, 
ilze.pruse@varam.gov.lv
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2nd report from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic 


and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on the implementation of EU macro-regional 


strategies  


Progress report from the coordinator of Horizontal Action (HA) Climate of the EUSBSR 
 on the period June 2016 – April 2018. 
 


1) Achievements.  


Main achievement of the coordination of HA Climate of the EUSBSR is, that the transnational 


cooperation between the countries of the Baltic Sea Region on the climate issues is continuously 


prioritized on high-level political agenda of the macro-region and major stakeholders are engaged 


and actively participating in the policy dialogue. 


Climate mitigation and adaptation are gradually taken up (mainstreamed) by the other Policy 


Areas of the EUSBSR. Cooperation between and organization of series of joint meetings by HA 


Climate together with PA Energy and Baltic Development Forum – a representative of business 


sector- have yielded higher awareness on and new opportunities for financing energy efficiency 


measures in housing sector and for SME-s as well promoted expansion of the ESCO-services market 


in the region. Cooperation between HA Climate and PA Secure of the EUSBSR have led to 


establishment of macro-regional network of rescue and climate authorities, local municipalities  and 


experts aiming to implement series of activities aiming implementation of the SENDAI Framework 


and increasing the capacity of local governments to address long-term climate risks within  regional 


planning  and daily operation. 


The HA Climate prepared several publications to exchange of best practices and to inform public on 


climate policy developments in the Baltic sea Region - e.g. Report on Evaluation of Low-Carbon 


Development policy implementation in the Baltic Sea Region (http://www.cbss.org/wp-


content/uploads/2015/06/Report_LCD_-inBSR.pdfDevelopment ), Report on  Energy Efficiency 


policies in BSR (http://www.cbss.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ENERGY-EFFICIENCY-IN-THE-


BALTIC-SEA-REGION-REPORT.pdf ) or Climate Partnerships in BSR (http://www.cbss.org/wp-


content/uploads/2017/02/Climate-Partnerships-in-BSR.pdf ). 


Results and achievements: 


Action 1. Low-emission development Mitigation  


• Mainstreaming climate to other policy areas through cooperation with PA ENERGY, PA 


SECURE, PA Transport, PA Culture and BDF 


• Network of public and business stakeholders for sharing knowledge and experience on 


implementation of Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 



http://www.cbss.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Report_LCD_-inBSR.pdfDevelopment

http://www.cbss.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Report_LCD_-inBSR.pdfDevelopment

http://www.cbss.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ENERGY-EFFICIENCY-IN-THE-BALTIC-SEA-REGION-REPORT.pdf

http://www.cbss.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ENERGY-EFFICIENCY-IN-THE-BALTIC-SEA-REGION-REPORT.pdf

http://www.cbss.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Climate-Partnerships-in-BSR.pdf

http://www.cbss.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Climate-Partnerships-in-BSR.pdf





• Increased knowledge for mobilisation of funds for energy efficiency projects and on new 


financial instruments 


• Public-private dialogue  and exchange on using the Energy Savings and Conservation (ESCO) 


model and Energy Performance Contracting (EPC) services market for SME-s in Baltic States 


Action 2. Climate change adaptation 


The EUSBSR HA Climate & BSR Climate Dialogue positively recognized at the EU level as a 


good example on achievement of the EUSBSR objectives  


• The CBBSS Baltic 2030 Unit as the HA Climate is involved in the work of the EEA Advisory 


Board of the EC Report on CC Impacts, Vulnerability and Adaptation &  drafting the EEA 


“Technical Paper on Adaptation in European Transnational regions” (will be published 


October 2018).  


• EWRC 9-12 October, Brussels: Interact/DG Climate/HA Climate/DG Regio workshop on policy 


level impact of the transnational projects 


• 1st Stakeholders Seminar “Energy Dialogue: Financing Energy Efficiency” 29.09 2016, 


Stockholm 


• 2nd Stakeholders seminar „Financing the Future of Energy Efficiency“ 05.10.2017, Riga 


• Baltic Sea Future Conference 2018 on Climate Change 


2. Established cooperation with other EU (macro)regions  


• 09.05.2016  Brussels, Belgium - Workshop „Macro regional co-operation on Climate Change 


Adaptation“ in cooperation with BENELUX, Union for Mediterranean and Carpathian 


Convention 


• 16-17 November 2017, Budapest, Hungary -  Meeting of the EU macro-regional strategies 


coordinators, DG Regio, DG ECCO and DG Climate on climate and disaster risk reduction.  


• The MSR water experts meeting (on freshwater marine & climate adaptation) 19-20.04.18 


Budapest  


3. The EUSBSR Climate Action introduced at the Global partnerships 


26-28 March 2017, Istanbul, Turkey: European Forum for Disaster Risk Reduction. 


 


2) Policy impact.  


7 out of 8 EU MS in BSR have adopted National Climate Adaptation Strategies. Latvia is expected to 


adopt NCCAS on 2018.  


Climate has gained prominent place on major macro-regional policy document -The Baltic 2030 


Action Plan, endorsed by the CBSS Foreign Ministers on the 20th of June 2017 in Reykjavik. The Baltic 


2030 AP provides a common vision for sustainable development in the BSR that will be promoted to 


all stakeholders, institutions, sectors and citizens in the region. The Action Plan presents, six focus 


areas and six activation processes for realizing the vision of a sustainable Baltic Sea Region, including 


climate action. 







3) Monitoring / targets and indicators.  


HA Climate is monitoring progress of achieving the targets using indicators set by EUSBSR AP. The 


status of implementation is reflected in table below. State of the vulnerability and adaptive capacity 


of the countries is monitored using ND-GAIN 


Objective sub-objective(s) Indicator Baseline Target/ 


deadline 


Status by 


01.12.2017 


Cooperation Support the work of the BSR 


climate change dialogue 


platform & sharing of ‘best 


practices’ in adaptation for 


specific sectors; 


 


Initiate and promote joint 


adaptation and mitigation 


actions between all the 


relevant stakeholders across 


the region. 


No. of 


Climate policy 


forums/other 


events. 


 


 


 


 


No. of new 


flagships. 


2 


 


 


 


 


 


 


1 


4 


 


 


 


 


 


 


5 


7 


 


 


 


 


 


5 (Baltadapt; 


Climate Dialogue 


Platform, EFFECT, 


iWater, BioBIGG) 


 


Climate 


adapted 


region. 


Support development, 


implementation, monitoring, 


and evaluation of national 


climate adaptation strategies 


and action plans. 


No. of the 


national CCA 


strategies or 


action plans 


developed or 


up-dated. 


6 


 


 


Existence in all 8 


EU MS by 2017. 


 7 (last- LV under 


way) 


 Raise awareness on the need 


for action through capacity 


building with a special focus 


on adaptation on local and 


regional level. 


No of capacity 


trainings and 


awareness 


raising 


activities. 


0 2 4 


 Develop a robust evidence 


base on the impacts and 


consequences of climate 


change, including sharing of 


common data by further 


developing a BSR climate 


adaptation inventory. 


Maintaining the 


macro-regional 


knowledge base 


in the Baltic Sea 


region part of 


the EU Climate-


Adapt platform. 


1 Information 


regularly 


updated. 


Regular update 


underway in 


cooperation with 


European 


Environment 


Agency 


Low 


Emission 


region. 


 


Facilitate discussions 


between the BSR 


stakeholders for supporting 


the development and 


implementation of the 


national low emission 


policies and related 


strategies. 


No. of national 


low emission 


strategies 


and/or action 


plans. 


 


Tbc. 


 


In place in all the 


BSR countries by 


2020. 


4 stakeholders 


seminars 







 Accelerate the transition to a 


circular economy & 


promoting climate-resilient 


and resource efficient 


solutions and measures. 


No. of national 


circular 


economy 


strategies and 


joint actions. 


 


The GHG 


emissions for 


non-ETS sectors 


in the BSR 


reduced 


compared to 


2015. 


 


Energy 


efficiency as % 


of total energy 


consumption in 


the BSR. 


 


The BSR share 


of EU energy 


consumption 


produced from 


renewable 


resources. 


Tbc. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Change in 


emissions in 


the BSR (%) 


 


 


 


 


Average for 


the 


BSR in 


2015 = xy %. 


 


1990 levels. 


In place in all the 


BSR countries by 


2020 


 


 


 


20% below 1990 


levels by 2020 


 


 


 


 


 


20% savings by 


2020. 


 


 


 


 


20% RES in the 


energy 


consumption by 


2020. 


4 stakeholders 


seminars 


 


 


 


By 2015 


DK -31.3% 


EE -55.3% 


FI -22.1% 


DE -27.9% 


LV -56.8% 


LT -58.2% 


PL -17.5% 


SE -25.1% 


 


All EU MS -10% by 


2015.  


On track DK, FI, 


LV, PL; lagging 


behind EE, DE, LT, 


SE. 


By 2015 


DK 51.3% 


EE 15.1% 


FI 32.5% 


DE 30.7% 


LV 52.2% 


LT 15.5 % 


PL 13.4% 


SE 65.8% 


 Support the LCD research 


cooperation & development 


of e-based tools and 


databases for research and 


policy development needs; 


Number of 


tools/ 


methods/ 


measures 


developed/ 


tested within 


the Flagships 


0 


 


 


4 


 


5 


 Raise the public awareness 


on climate change and low-


carbon emission lifestyles. 


No of 


awareness 


raising events 


0 2 6 


 


4) Funding allocated.  


During the reviewed period there has been several projects prepared and running, aiming to 


implementation of HA CLIMATE objectives. Most significant projects are listed in table below. 







Coordination of HA CLIMATE for 2016-2018 has been supported from INTERREG BSR Technical 


Assistance budget in amount 199 750 EUR and by CBSS in amount of 35 250 EUR.  


 Project  Total budged of the 
project 


Funding source (please split into different 
categories if a project is funded by different 
funding sources) 


1. BioBIGG (Flagship) 1 904434 EUR INTERREG SB  


2. ERREC 2.0 50000 EUR INTERREG Seed money facility 


3. SUMBA 3 130 000 EUR 
+49 940 EUR 


INTERREG BSP+INTERREG Seed money facility 
www.sumba.eu  


4. iWater (Flagship) 2 352 150 EUR INTERREG CB www.integratedstormwater.eu  


5. Climate Dialogue 
Platform (Flagship) 


Covered from TA 
budget 


INTERREG BSP TA 


New potential flagship project IMPRESSme, led by University of Gävle from Sweden has been 


initiated aiming to improve industrial SMEs´ energy efficiency support programs. As follow up of the 


HA Climate Flagship project EFFECT, there have been initiated project EFFECT4Buildings currently 


Flagship under PA Energy. Together with PA Secure, there have been prepared application for project 


CASCADE for capacity building of local governments on climate risks assessment. Ethical aspects of 


sea-level rise in BSR are studied by Royal Technical Institute and Swedgeo in cooperation with CBSS 


and several Swedish municipalities in research project SEA-RIMS, financed by the Swedish Research 


Council. 


5) Cross-cutting cooperation.  


Exchange of experiences on climate change adaptation governance between the EU macro-regions, 


initiated by EUSBSR HA Climate has become ongoing process with the support of the DG CLIMA and 


INTERACT. During 16-17.11.2017, in Budapest, Hungary, there was arranged meeting of the EU 


macro-regional strategies coordinators, DG Regio, DG ECCO and DG Climate on climate and disaster 


risk reduction. EUSBSR, EUSDR, EUSAIR, EUSALP were represented. 


On 26-28 March 2017, in Istanbul, Turkey at European Forum for Disaster Risk Reduction, HA Climate 


introduced the iWater project as example of integrated approach of complex climate related 


solutions at the session of the Forum on land-use planning and management practices. 


HA CLIMATE has established close cooperation with PA SECURE on capacity building in climate risks 


assessment and mainstreaming climate adaptation into the civil contingency planning and spatial 


planning of the local government. The PA Secure incorporated the adaptation to climate change as 


one of its top priority in all actions aimed at strengthening regional capacity to respond to major 


emergencies and accidents on land. With PA ENERGY, cooperation on the issues related to financing 


energy efficiency and adaptation to climate risks to secure power supply in the region. There is also 


regular cooperation with HA SPATIAL on the issues related to spatial planning as a tool for adaptation 


and smart urban development. First steps to mainstream climate into transport sector by sharing 


experience on promotion of alternative fuels and electromobility with PA TRANSPORT and PA SHIP of 


EUSBSR, have been also taken. 


6) Governance.  


BSR Climate Dialogue Platform is continuously involving main stakeholders of the BSR into dialogue 


on major gaps and provides platform for exchange of best practices. The Round-Table format of the 



http://www.sumba.eu/

http://www.integratedstormwater.eu/





Platform is acting as the Steering Committee for the HA Climate. In total 6 Climate RT Meetings 


organized since 2014.  The Platform is the only multi-stakeholder platform for climate cooperation in 


the Baltic Sea region and is open to relevant stakeholders from different levels of governments and 


sectors in order to ensure a truly cross-sectoral, integrated working approach. The Platform 


contributes to the EU Climate Change Adaptation Strategy by promoting inter-governmental 


dialogue, informing policy development, catalyzing exchange of information and best practices, 


fostering synergies among existing initiatives, exploring cooperation opportunities and coordinating 


development of joint initiatives and activities.  European Commission DG CLIMA considers the BSR 


Climate Dialogue Platform as a frontrunner and good example of transnational cooperation model 


for other EU macroregions to follow.  


7) Civil society.  


Civil society is continuously informed on the activities of the HA Climate and major milestones on 


climate policy development on the region.  Awareness of climate issues are addressed via public web 


sites of HA Climate (http://www.cbss.org/strategies/horizontal-action-climate/ ) by distributing 


electronic newsletter and by continuously updating climate related data of the EU Climate ADAPT 


web-platform (http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/countries-regions/transnational-regions/baltic-


sea-region ) as well via major regional events open for the public.  


As an example, on 08 March 2018 in Stockholm – Baltic Sea Future Conference 2018, there was 


organized a plenary session on Climate Adaptation and 2 workshops – one on awareness rising and 


prioritizing measures for increasing resilience to the climate change and another on exchanging best 


practices and on financing climate action. 


8) Main issues.  


Main problems encountered in implementing the EUSBSR Action Plan are as follows:  


•lack of (political) commitment of some countries and lack of the internal communication and 


coordination mechanisms between the NPs and the line ministries, resulting to the situation that not 


all countries are actively participating in implementation of the EUSBSR Action Plan.  


• lack of human and financial resources needed for full implementation all the coordination tasks.  


• lack of possibilities to finance the cooperation projects related to climate change (especially 


adaptation) from the European Territorial Cooperation Programs 


With reference to the political importance of the EU Climate and Energy policy, the Paris Climate 


Agreement and latest developments of EU climate and energy policy, the HA Climate instead of being 


“enabling” or “supportive” area of the EUSBSR AP, with less immediate level of involvement and 


support of Commission services, should be seen as the ‘core’ area of strategic importance in 


achieving the 3 objectives of the Strategy. 


From content perspective, the main concern is that there is a huge diversity of national institutions 


responsible for climate issues and that in most counties the climate policy is not fully mainstreamed 


into planning and implementation of sector policies. In order to overcome those difficulties 


macroregional cooperation should focus on increasing awareness on benefits of the mainstreaming 



http://www.cbss.org/strategies/horizontal-action-climate/

http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/countries-regions/transnational-regions/baltic-sea-region

http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/countries-regions/transnational-regions/baltic-sea-region





climate, exchange of best practices and methodologies as well strengthening high-level political 


dialogue in order to initiate cross-sector cooperation in the BSR on tackling complex climate issues. 


Climate change should also be more addressed in all PA-s, therefore cooperation should be expanded 


by increasing the information exchange as well financing the climate cooperation as a priority area 


(and not only as the horizontal issue) in the Baltic Sea region INTERREG Programme. 


9) Lessons learnt.  


The BSR Climate Dialogue Platform with its 5 main components/pillars has proved to be a very 


effective tool for systematic coordination the cooperation the climate actions.  Active outreach and 


further political commitment of the BSR countries is essential for mainstreaming the climate within 


the EUSBSR. 


• Need to involve one interested EU MS as the co-coordinator of the HA Climate as 


participation at the EU level climate policy discussions and development limited for the CBSS. 


10) Next steps.  


• Support the implementation of national adaptation strategies: 


a) harmonizing of the methodologies and indicators for monitoring, evaluation, and reporting 


the adaptation measures resilience and vulnerability (SENDAI Framework);  


b) increase the local governments capacity to assess long-term climate risks and take those into 


account in spatial planning; 


• Continue with mainstreaming the climate actions & focusing on  sustainable 


consumption&production (Goal 12, SE & LV CBSS Presidency priorities)  


• Support youth involvement – ReGeneration 2030 (1st Summit 18 - 20 August in 


Marienhamn) 


 


Compiled by CBSS Secretariat Baltic 2030 Unit 


Contact: Krista.kampus@cbss.org and Valdur.Lahtvee@cbss.org  


 



mailto:Krista.kampus@cbss.org

mailto:Valdur.Lahtvee@cbss.org
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Local governments role 
in adapting to climate 


change in Norway


Riga 16.11.2018


Ida Marie Gildestad


Advisor, Section for adaptation and local measures











Political framework for climate adaptation 


Foto: Creative Commons CC0 pixabay.com







White paper 33 (2012-2013)
Climate Change Adaptation in Norway


• Everyone is responsible for climate change adaptation –


individuals, business and industry and the authorities.


• The local character of the impacts of climate change puts 


the municipalities in the front line in dealing with climate 


change.


• Specific measures based on local needs







The County Governor 


• Translates national policy, contributes to implementation of climate 


adaptation policy


• Guides the municipalities


• Raise formal objections


• Contributes to the development of national cca work







The role of the municipalities 


• Adaptation as an integral part of municipal responsibilities


• Planning authority


• Sectoral authority 


• Community developer


• Service provider


• Procurer


• Owner


Source: report: Kriterier for god kommunestruktur







Key legislation 


• The Planning and Building Act


• Central government planning 


guidelines on climate change adaptation 


• EIA


• Sector legislation: biodiversity, climate act, 


water resources act, etc.


• The Civil Protection Act Photo: Svein Magne Fredriksen







Central government planning guidelines 


• Specifies expectations to municipal 


planning


• Stresses the need for coordination and 


cooperation across sectors and between 


different government levels


• Clarifies responsibilities and expectations 


regarding knowledge


• Nature based solutions Photo: Thor Erik Mathiesen











Capacity building at a local level


• Networks


• Pilot projects


• Funding scheme


• www.klimatilpasning.no







Barriers and challenges


• Lack of resources, particularly in smaller municipalities


• Use of climate data


• Net benefit of cca hard to calculate


• Adaptation efforts compete for attention with other local government tasks


• Political will


• Coordination of work
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Local governments role in 
Climate Change
Adaptation and Risilience







DEVELOPMENT OF URBAN ADAPTATION PLANS FOR CITIES 
WITH MORE THAN 100,000 INHABITANTS IN POLAND


BENEFICJENT PARTNERS


44 POLISH CITIES


CONSORTIUM OF CONTRACTORS


COMMUNICATION AND PROMOTION







Polish National Adaptation Strategy 2020 (NAS)


Climate change scenarios


Goals and actions


actors responsible for implementation


indicators for monitoring and evaluation


financial framework


Vulnerable sectors







• to determine vulnerability to climate 
change of the largest cities in Pl
(risk identification, risk assesment)


• 44 cities => 30% population


• to develope adaptation actions at local level
(intr. adaptation options)


• to raise awareness of climate change and 
adaptation


• common
methodology


• NAS objectives to be 
achieved


44 MPA project:
Adaptation plans for cities with more than 100 000 inhabitants


Integrated project means:


objectives:







How we proceed:


✓ to analyse existing strategic and planning documents


✓ to determine the city's exposure to climate impacts


✓ to assess the climate impacts on the city


✓ to recognise sensitive and vulnerable elements of the city


✓ to identify the adaptive potential of the city


44 MPA project:
Adaptation plans for cities with more than 100 000 inhabitants







44 MPA project:
Adaptation plans for cities with more than 100 000 inhabitants


engagement of the cities:


establishing of the interdisciplinary team, 


including the leader in each city,


cooperation with the contractor


(selected by MoE),


public consultations at various stages.


Cooperation MoE – cities







Economic benefits (…):


✓ Reducing the costs of damage or loss;


✓ Effective spending of funds;


✓ Investment security;


(…) and lot’s more:


✓ Blue-green infrastructure development;


✓ Improving infrastructure management;


✓ Improving water management;


✓ Improving cooperation between municipalities;


✓ Enhancing resilience of the country


Climate change awareness raising (both: authorities and citizens)


Evidence based decision making proces


44 MPA project:
Adaptation plans for cities with more than 100 000 inhabitants







44MPA - project schedule


diagnosis planning







Climate changes in Poland


9


Year 2010 Year 2012 


Year 2013 







http://losyziemi.pl/polska-pozalewany-dolny-slask


2015 - SEVERE DROUGHT IN POLAND


August 2015May 2015







May 2018 – Łódź…
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Incentives to increase
resilience







• Introduction


• Diagnosis - justification of the need to develop an adaptation plan for the city, 
summary and conclusions of the analysis (figures, maps),


– vulnerability assesment – conclusions from comprehensive vulnerability 
assessment 


– risk assesment – conclusions from the analysis of the potential opportunities 
and risks


• Adaptation actions – on the basis of adaptation options,


• Implementation of MPA – timetable for implementation of 
adaptation measures, bodies responsible for implementation,


• Monitoring


• Financing


• Attachments  (consultation raports, maps, projects lists)







Incentives:


➢ Precipitation water management project financing from the EU+National
Funds. 
2 rounds, 3rd planned


➢ Financing the urban adaptation strategies preparation & implementation
Different options to choose: OPIE2014-2020, Regional Operational
Prorammes, European Economic Area & Norwegian Financial Mechanism


➢ Knowledge base & institutional suport from the Ministry


➢ Economic Benefits


EU CCA Strategy: „1 euro invested in CCA is equal to  4 euro spent on repairing
damage”







Obligations to the 
municipalities imposed by 
the legislation







Obligations


ABSOLUTELY NO OBLIGATIONS


…but one


Cities over 100 000 inhabitants must have CCA Urban Plan to to get funding for 
rainwater management projects







Activities they do







Activities


➢ Depends on city – Precipitation mapping in Katowice, Retention projects in 
Radom and Łódź, much more


➢ Documents & measures – CCA Urban Plan for Bydgoszcz


➢ New dedicated units in cities







Cooperation between
municipalities…







Cooperation


In the framework of 44MPA project:


✓ Networking & Exchange of the experience
did Gdansk solve the problem? 


Can we check it? How much did it costs? 


What did Lublin do during the last heat wave? Who knows anything about it?....


✓ Implementation of the measures of 44MPA


Same methodology = easy way to cooperate at the implementation phase







Needs…







Needs


➢ Awareness raising & education


➢ Money


➢ Strategic Consulting & Support:


➢ Organisation and Structure changes, dedicated units







Barriers







Bariers


We all know it…


✓ Policy cycle: local government authorities (every 4 years)


✓ Lack of finance resources – National Funds are now enough, OPIE 2014-2020 
is not enough. Need for increasing the role of PPP, Provate Sector, Regional
Operational Plans


✓ Lack of knowledge – at the beginning adaptation was: What? 


✓ Low awareness of city residents and some representatives of local 
government in the context of the impact of climate change on the lives of 
urban residents


✓ Different points of view between experts and local authorities. 


Step on ground vs. creativity







THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION


Marcin Gradzki
Ministry of the Environment


44mpa.pl
adaptacja@mos.gov.pl
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9th BSR Climate Change 
Dialogue Platform RT meeting


16 November 2018, in Riga, Latvia


Rikke Nan Valdemarsen, Advisor – C2C CC


Cross-boundary Implementation of Climate Adaptation 
Plans in Denmark - a LIFE Integrated Project







Who am I?







Introduction to


Central Denmark Region


In Central Denmark 


Region:


• Highest point 178 m


• 2,500 km of coast


• 10,000 km of streams


Denmark


5.5 mill. inhabitants


5 regions


98 municipalities







I


• No authority in DK has taken on the role to secure a prudent and coherent


planning across municipality borders. 


• It is our assertion that Water Knows No Frontiers – and that is the reason why


water must be handled in broad collaborations. 


• In DK no authority secures a coordination across authorities and various


interests. So in Central Denmark Region we have decided to do something


about it.


Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


• The government platform, in 2012, decided, that the municipalities should


have climate adaptation plans within 2 years. We went through the plans to 


get an impression of how the municipalities handled the task. 


• We found a vast difference in how the task had been solved. However, 


certain issues were the same across the municipality borders. Thus, we


considered it wise to initiate collaboration on handling the joint challenges. 


• It formed the basis for the project C2C CC







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


Legislative drivers


• 2014: Climate adaption plans in 98 municipalities


• 2018: Climate and coastal protection in municipalities







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


• Which areas will be flooded?


• Value mapping using the BBR (national housing and building register)


• Escape routes (values – what must be preserved)


• Merging various maps







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


p 17: http://www.rm.dk/siteassets/regional-udvikling/ru/publikationer/klimatilpasning/skabelon-


klimatilpasning2013.pdf



http://www.rm.dk/siteassets/regional-udvikling/ru/publikationer/klimatilpasning/skabelon-klimatilpasning2013.pdf





Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


• Implementation of who must pay?


• A finance system based on rates where the consumers pay for water supply


and water discharge levy respectively


• Finding the money for climate adaptation:


• The water utillities have service objectives,


• Political requirement that the municipality can handle a 10 or 25 year incident 


(historically, 5 year incident)


• The utility can pay by a finance system based on rates, if the model is cheaper


than traditionally.







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


The Secretariat for Water Supply sets the price ceilings and economic limits for 


Danish water and waste water companies to ensure the best prices on water.


The water regulation ensures that: 


• Consumers are not overcharged


• Companies have the necessary means to operate their net


• Companies continuously are streamlining their operation







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


• The Secretariat for Water Supply is a national board to which the 


utility/municipality can apply for funds.







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


A finance system based on rates 


• Each utility has to benchmark itself against others (just published for 2017 


based on accounting figures).


• There is a CEILING. An application can be made to raise the ceiling due to 


extraordinary climate adaptation costs.


• The ceiling is the reason why utilities are merged, as the benchmark becomes 


too expensive for the individual utility.







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


All stakeholders put the system to the test, and the boundaries are moving. E.g. 


making the streams robust. Does that imply that the polluters can discharge


more?


2016: 100 % financing


2017: 80 % financing (not a single project was applied for)


2018/2019: 100 % financing (again) 


Still, municipalities pay for only hardware like tables and benches. 







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


• In order to get free resources in the coming budgets, planning within


municipality borders


• 10 areas for special risk management plans (more far-reaching than climate


adaptation plans, and not a requirement)


• No requirements for coordinated planning (only in Randers municipality)


• Coordinated planning in C2C CC







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


• The utility must comply to the regulations and pay


• Functional ownership: 


Delay of water in the countryside/farmland fields. 


The municipality must own the function of the plant. 


If it leads to damages, the landowner is compensated.







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


• The municipalities and the citizens plan within the scope of the legislation. 


They must comply with the consideration for biodiversity and aestaetics.


• The Danish society for Nature Conservation is dissatisfied due to too few


requirements.


• The state grants money for projects in the National Budget.


• Otherwise, municipal own financial contribution.







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


The citizen who has the dog crap, must pay himself”


”Principle of use: The one who has got the usefulness, must pay for it”







Introduction to


Central Denmark Region


In Central Denmark 


Region:


• Highest point 178 m


• 2,500 km of coast


• 10,000 km of streams


Denmark


5.5 mill. inhabitants


5 regions


98 municipalities







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


• Central Denmark Region makes a template with the municipalities and an 


advisor from the Environmental Protection Agency.


• The attention is on the dialogue across governance borders, and to merge risk


maps with value maps in order to generate joint principles for value


assessment (not in each municipality) in order to create a better


understanding.


• Joint scenarios are made, at sea levels rises +1 m and +3 m, for a joint map.


• Climate adaption plans, finding the joint challenges, the holes in the cheese


and filling out those holes.







½ - 1 m higher sea


level


10 - 40% increased


precipitation


5 - 15 % increased


run-off water


0 - 2 m higher


groundwater table


Water challenges in the year 2100 (in Denmark)







River challenges in the Gudenå


Mean annual flow, litres per second







Coastal Challenges







Water knows No Frontiers







Following CH, DK 


has the highest


European losses 


connected to water


incidents!


Climate change affect 


us in various ways, e.g.  


extreme heat in 


Southern Europe and 


more water in the North.


Our challenges are 


similar to many other 


places in the world.


No matter how much


we limit the CO2 


emissions, the 


climate changes and 


we need to adapt!







The Project


1. Region Midtjylland, leadpartner 


2. Central Denmark EU-Office 
3. Favrskov Kommune 


4. Hedensted Kommune 


5. Herning Kommune 


6. Holstebro Kommune 


7. Horsens Kommune 


8. Lemvig Kommune 


9. Lemvig Vand & Spildevand A/S 


10. Morsø Forsyning A/S 


11. Morsø Kommune 


12. Norddjurs Kommune 


13. Randers Kommune 


14. Samsø Kommune 


15. Silkeborg Kommune 


16. Skanderborg Forsyningsvirksomhed A/S 


17. Skanderborg Kommune 


18. Skive Kommune 


19. Skive Vand A/S 


20. Struer Forsyning & Spildevand A/S 


21. Struer Kommune 


22. Syddjurs Kommune 


23. Thisted Kommune 


24. Thisted Spildevand Transport A/S 


25. Vestforsyning Erhverv A/S 


26. Vesthimmerland Kommune 


27. Vesthimmerlands Vand A/S 


28. VIA University College 


29. Viborg Kommune 


30. Aalborg Universitet 


31. Aarhus Universitet 


Partners of Collaboration Supporting Partners
1. Beredskabsstyrelsen 


2. Concito 


3. DI 


4. DTU Miljø 


5. Eksportforeningen 


6. Ferskvandscentret 


7. Forsikring og Pension 


8. GEUS 


9. Ikast Brande Kommune 


10. KLIKOVAND 


11. Kystdirektoratet 


12. Miljøstyrelsen 


13. Naturstyrelsen 


14. Odder Kommune 


15. Ringkøbing-Skjern Kommune 


16. SEGES 


17. Teknologisk Institut 


18. Vand i byer 


 


Project period 6 years


Budget EUR 12m


Support EUR 7m







C2C CC Matrix


GOVERNANCE


INNOVATION


TOOLS


SUSTAINABILITY


CAPACITY BUILDING


24 Actions


1 region


18 municipalities


8 water companies


3 universities


1 EU rep. office


= 31 partners


+ 19 supporting


partners


Life project: 6 years


12m EUR







Progress of the Danish Adaptation Policy Development


- our experience working with municipalities on a regional level


We work in the C2C CC matrix where the vertical pillars represent the water


circuit, whereas the three horisontal tasks handle cross-disciplinary


considerations, we


• develop new ways of planning and new ways of managing the solutions 


• develop the best possible tools and a joint basis for decisions thus concepts


and solutions solve several challenges at the same time, and 


• include the enterprises, creating business opportunities







Governance


• Hands on Preparatory Actions A1


• Mobilising broad partnerships (Bulgaria, India, Tokyo)


• Challenges, the partners needed to solve anyway, and which they could not 


solve on their own


• Synergies and opportunities in co-creation


• Improving processes during co-creation


• Gaps finding in existing legislation


• Legislation, new paradigm for maintenance


• The UK, the watertrusts (no demands from the governance side), local


stakeholders and local ownership result in succes and maintenance







The overall objective


Better mutual planning than one can do alone


Efficiently taking care of water related climate challenges and turning 


them into business opportunities and improvements of society


Joint vision and strategy, collaborative planning and division of labour


Creating a Danish 


information centre, 


paving the way in 


Europe







We have the platform!


Thus we have good prerequisites for 
developing, testing, manufacturing and selling new solutions


We must
develop and demonstrate new solutions and concepts
train the labour force
create the necessary organisations (networks, cross-boundary collaborations, information centres etc.)


In other words, we shall collaborate on
a shared vision 
a joint strategy
coordinating plans
a rational division of labour







Le Mur in Lemvig is 


a multifunctional 


solution







sØnæs in Viborg is 


a multifunctional 


solution







Climate road in 


Hedensted







Klimavejen – permeable asphalt with a multi functional solution


• Precipitation is used for district heating of a kindergarten


• Innovative collaboration started among participants, on a European Climate


Change Adaption Confence in Glasgow, where they met by chance


• 13 participants, VIA University College, PhD students, Hedensted Municipality,


and Lemvig Public Utility. 


• NCC (construction), Lemvig Public Utility and Klimatorium did the initial sale to 


NZ. 


• VIA University College and Lemvig Public Utility collaborated with an interest


in NZ. 


• Resulting in prolonged training of engineers, and a study tour to NZ.


• One on one replication of Klimatorium in NZ.







WaterCoG



http://www.northsearegion.eu/watercog/





Now wheat


Rice in future?


Adaption of 


sustainable 


agriculture


Many changes are needed







We need to be 


prepared for flooding







C4


Business Opportunities


Permeable 


pavements


Adaptive 


sluices


Efficient


pumps







Remote Sensing as a Tool – using the Copernicus programme data


Sentinel-1


(2014 – 2016)


Copernicus programme,


• Sentinel-1: High spatio-temporal 


resolution and spatial coverage


• Data acquisition ensured until 2030


• Free and open data policy


Great potential for nationwide deformation 


monitoring! 


Source: 


Agency for Data Supply and Efficiency, Danish Ministry of Energy, Utilities and Climate


Ref: PPO.Labs, NORUT, NGU 


(2017)







Game changers – new paradigms in innovation and business development


• Eco System Services


• Nature based solution


• Biodiversity







To udstillingsvinduer


AquaGlobe Klimatorium







AquaGlobe


Dissemination


• Climate history / cultural history


• Communication to raise awareness 


among citizens


• Platforms like museums, and 2 


beacons, Klimatorium and 


AquaGlobe


• Films


• Events







Klimatorium







C2C CC – a Pathway to a Climate Resilient Region


Science-based climate change adaptation knowledge


(methods, data and innovation)


Capacity development for the use of climate adaption, targeted decision makers


Technical and stewardship guidance and support across and from outside the consortium to 
implement local and catchment based CCA solutions


Smart knowledge based Climate Change Adaptation is implemented locally and regionally


Becoming a climate resilient (SDG) region is reached fast and efficient


P


R


O


C


E


S


S


A


I


M







The Life Integrated Project Coast to Coast Climate Challenge is,


 48 triple/quadruple helix partners making the region climate resilient


 focusing on catchment based holistic solutions


 working on climate adaptation and water in partnerships


 combining societal challenges with business opportunities


 a truly integrated project







Thank you for listening


Rikke Nan Valdemarsen


rikke.nan@ru.rm.dk


Mobile +45 29 64 60 52


www.c2ccc.eu



mailto:rikke.nan@ru.rm.dk

http://www.c2ccc.eu/
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The Council of 


Baltic Sea States







CBSS coordinates 


Horizontal Action 


Climate of 


EUSBSR


The CBSS as coordinator of the 
Horizontal Action Climate of the 
EUSBSR, is focusing on the transition 
to a low-carbon economy and 
increasing climate resilience, as 
these remain critical challenges and 
areas of priority collaboration in the 
Baltic Sea Region 







HA Climate 


Flagship project







Partnership







Activities
www.integratedstormwater.eu







HA Climate 


Flagship project


BioBIGG







Partnership


Fachagentur Nachwachsende Rohstoffe


Sveriges lantbruksuniversitet
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences


RISE Research Institutes 
of Sweden AB







Activities


The BioBIGG project seeks to 
strengthen the SME innovation 
capacity by the means of cross-
border knowledge transfer, 
advisory activities and 
preparation of pilot projects and 
investments  for converting 
biomass-based residuals and 
their building blocks into a 
variety of innovative food 
product, non-food products and 
bioenergy.







HA Climate 


Flagship project


The goal of EFFECT4buildings is to increase the number of energy 
efficiency measures implemented in existing public buildings in the Baltic 
Sea Region. The target audience is public property owners who often know 
what actions are technically possible and sometimes have calculations that 
show that these investments are profitable, but despite that fails to 
implement the measures due to financial barriers.


The project will result in a toolbox with financial 
methods that can improve profitability, facilitate 
funding and reduce the risk of energy investment 
in public real estate.







Partnership


1. County administrative board of Dalarna (Sweden)                 
ww.lansstyrelsen.se/dalarna
2. Environmental office of Lappeenranta region (Finland)   
www.lappeenranta.fi
3. Hedmark county council (Norway)    www.hedmark.org
4. Vidzeme Planning Region (Latvia)    www.vidzeme.lv
5. Gate21 (Denmark)    www.gate21.dk
6. Association of Communes and Cities of Małopolska Region 
(Poland)     www.sgpm.krakow.pl
7. Foundation Tallinn Science Park Tehnopol (Estonia)   
www.tehnopol.ee/en
8. State Real Estate Ltd (Estonia)    www.rkas.ee
9. Sustainable Building Cluster in Dalarna (Sweden) 
www.byggdialogdalarna.se







Activities


https://issuu.com/vidzemesplanosanasregions/docs/eff
ect4buildings_newsletter_septemb_13fe1aa5412920


http://www.effect4buildin
gs.se/en/financial-
Tools/Pages/default.aspx



https://issuu.com/vidzemesplanosanasregions/docs/effect4buildings_newsletter_septemb_13fe1aa5412920

http://www.effect4buildings.se/en/financial-Tools/Pages/default.aspx





HA Climate 


Flagship project


Sustainable Urban Mobility and 
Commuting in Baltic Cities -
SUMBA


SUMBA will demonstrate how to effectively change suburb-city 
commuting towards more sustainable and inter-modal patterns in 10 
pilot regions. The project will primarily address urban and transport 
planners and increase their knowledge and skills on how to assess, 
plan, improve and integrate suburban-city commuter mobility into 
transport plans and policies. SUMBA will operate in three steps: 
develop tools and guidance documents helping to realise this 
objective, test them in our pilot regions, and spread the results in 
the BSR region.







Partnership


1. Baltic Environmental Forum Estonia
2. Baltic Environmental Forum Latvia
3. City of Tallinn, Estonia
4. Earth and People Foundation, Poland
5. German Aerospace Center
6. Olsztyn Municipality, Poland
7. Riga City Council, Latvia
8. Šiauliai City Municipality, Lithuania
9. Tartu City Government, Estonia
10. The City of Växjö, Sweden
11. The Union of Harju County Municipalities, Estonia







Activities


www.sumba.eu


Conference on transport modelling and data 
management. The conference will take place in 
December 4-5, 2018 in the Historic Centre of 
Tallinn, Estonia



http://www.sumba.eu/
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		EUSBSR Horizontal Action CLIMATE 

Work Plan 2018/2019

Strengthening the region`s capacity to adapt to climate change. 

Supporting the transition of the Baltic Sea region towards a competitive, green and low-carbon economy



		1. Policy development



		Action  

		Expected outcome

		Source of funding

		Lead/support

		Date and place

		Status/Comment



		1.1. 8th BSR Climate Dialogue Platform RT meeting

		[bookmark: _Hlk502926185]Stock-taking and follow-up the implementation of  the BSR Adaptation  Strategy and its  AP, up-date of the HA Climate Flagships;  discussions on the HA Climate WP and the TA application. Information exchange and discussions on adaptation and measuring vulnerability 

		HA Climate TA

		HA Climate TA

		04 June, 2018 in Tallinn, Estonia



		 RT took take place back-to-back with  AF of EUBSR (4-5.06.2018)in Tallinn, BALTADAPT Strategy implementation report noted, SUMBA project was recommended for EUSBSR Flagship status



		1.2. 9th BSR Climate Dialogue Platform RT meeting

		Role of the Local Governments in CCA in BSR

		HA Climate TA

		HA Climate TA, Latvian Presidency

		16 November 2018, Riga, Latvia

		Invitation sent out 25.10.2018, Background overview of policy frameworks in BSR for engagement and support of LG-sin CCA prepared and sent for consultation



		2. Events



		2.1. 2nd Stakeholder Workshop on EU Adaptation Strategy

		Stakeholders input for renewing the CCA Strategy

		DG CLIMA

		DG CLIMA

		23 January 2018, Brussels, Belgium

		Implemented: Consultation materials reviewed, stakeholder questionnaire responded. Trans-regional climate adaptation cooperation issues presented at the meeting by K. Kampus



		2.2. Plenary session on climate Adaptation at Baltic Sea Future Congress

		Overview of climate adaptation in BSR

		HA Climate TA

		HA Climate and BSF 2018 organizers

		08.March 2018, Stockholm, Sweden

		Implemented: Climate Adaptation Plenary at BSF2018 took place with high-level speakers as planned.



		2.3. Stakeholders meeting on transnational project development and exchange on best practices on CCA 

		Project pitch, partnership and funding seeking with participation of BSR stakeholders 

		HA Climate TA

		HA Climate, 

		09 March 2018 (tbc), Stockholm Sweden (in the frame of the Baltic sea Future)

		Implemented: special session at Baltic Sea Future Forum together with INTERREG team was carried out with 30 people attending.



		2.4. EUSBSR PAC/HAC meeting 

		Training on EUSBSR Working formats: how the EUSBSR implementation gets done

		NORDEN (PA Education)

		NORDEN (PA Education)

		10 - 11 April 2018, Brussels

		V.Lahtvee from HA Climate participated on Module 3 of the EUSBSR Monitoring training



		2.5. Seminar on Green Procurement  

		Seminar contributes to the SE CBSS EGSD priority on Goal 12 “Sustainable Consumption & Production. The aim is to re-vitalize the Baltic GPP Network; exchange of best practice on implementing GPP in different sectors, discussions btw. the national procurement on further cooperation activities.

		HA Climate TA, SE

		SE Chairmanship in cooperation with the Secretariat, HA Climate and Swedish Environment and Energy Agency

		19 April 2018, Stockholm

		Implemented: Seminar was taking place in Stockholm, CBSS office on 19.0.2018, 27 participants from 6 countries attended



		2.6. EUSBSR Annual Forum: Seminar on Transport Sector response to Emerging Climate Risks (tbc.)

		Mainstreaming climate into PA Transport and PA Ship of EUSBSR

		INTERREG BSP

		HA Climate, PA Transport

		05 June 2018, Tallinn 

		Implemented: 90 min seminar was carried out successfully, about 60 participants



		2.7 Conference Sustainable and climate proof agriculture GRASS2018

		Joint conference with MoAgri of BEL, CCB and NGO-s

		Swedish EPA Belorussian SD Project

		HA Climate; CCB, WWF, Ministry for Agriculture of Belarus

		13-14 December 2018, Minsk, Belarus

		Negotiations with partners about setup and program underway, programme includes also parallel session on Climate. 



		2.8. Conference “Baltic Pathway Towards Low Carbon and Climate Resilient Development”

		Exchange of experience and enhancing cooperation promoting Low-carbon economy within  BSR

		LV

		Latvian Presidency, HA Climate

		Spring 2019 (tbc)

		Exchange of ideas on possible agenda with LV Presidency



		2.9. Conference on GPP:  Lifecycle cost of goods and services

		Exchange of experience between BSR countries on sustainability criteria

		LV

		Latvian Presidency, HA Climate

		Spring 2019 (tbc)

		Exchange of ideas on possible agenda with LV Presidency



		3. Communication & outreach



		3.1. HA Climate Communication Strategy 

		Outline of communication goals, target groups and modes/action

		HA Climate TA

		HA Climate

		January 2018

		Implemented: Strategy outline prepared.



		3.2. HA Climate Website

		Intensified communication and designated web based channel 

		HA Climate TA

		HA Climate, with the support of external technical expert

		March 2018 



		Implemented, web-page operational at http://cbss.demo.millstudio.pl/ 



		3.3. The BSR Climate Inventory: updating the BSR section in the major EU Climate-ADAPT data portal 

		Sharing the information and case studies on the CCA in the BSR  http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/transnational-regions/baltic-sea/general

		HA Climate TA

		HA Climate in cooperation with the EEA and DG Climate

		January-December 2018, quarterly

		Continuous, updated quarterly





		4. Publications



		4.1. Report on Financing Climate Action 



		Overview of the existing and new financing sources for climate action in BSR.

		HA Climate TA 

		HA Climate and Comm. Unit

		May 2018



		Implemented, Electronic version available for downloads



		4.2. Overview of role of Local Governments in Climate Change Adaptation in BSR

		Mapping state of the play on LG-s role and obstacles to address in future

		HA Climate TA

		HA Climate 

		November 2018 

		Draft presented to RT in Riga for discussion and amendment



		5.HA Climate Flagships & projects 



		5.1. Flagship BSR Climate Dialogue Platform

		

		

		

		

		Ongoing since 2014



		5.2. Flagship iWater

		Integrated Storm-water Management by cities

		INTERREG Central Baltic Programme

		Riga City Council, UBC Sustainable Cities Committee etc.

		2016-2018

		Close to completion. Final event took place 7-8.05.2018 in Riga 

https://www.integratedstormwater.eu/ 



		5.3. Flagship BioBIGG - Bioeconomy in the South Baltic Area: Biomass-based Innovation and Green Growth





		The project aims at mobilising the innovation potential related to unutilized

biological resources in the agro-industrial value chains in and seeks to strengthen the SME innovation capacity by the means of cross-border

knowledge transfer, advisory activities and preparation of pilot projects and investments.

		INTERREG South-Baltic CBC Programme

		Roskilde University (Lead partner); RISE Research Institutes of Sweden; Gdansk University of Technology; FNR; 

University of Greifswald; SLU

		2017-2019 

		Project was adopted as a new Flagship under the HA Climate 12.02.2018. BioBIGG carried out a series of seminars and workshop involving SMEs, business networks and other key actors in the bioeconomy. Workshop about biomass potentials and market opportunities took place 24.08.2018

https://biobigg.ruc.dk/ 



		5.4. Flagship (PA Energy) EFFECT4Buildings - Effective Financing Tools for implementing Energy Efficiency in Buildings

		Increase in energy efficiency by enhanced capacity of public and private actors involved in energy planning

		Interreg BSP

		9 partners from Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Poland and 19 associated partners representing regional and local public authorities

		2018-2021

		Project is continuation of HA Climate Flagship Project Building EFFECT. Partner meeting and SC meeting took place 14-16.05.2018, Copenhagen. Public event GreenEST2918 and partner meeting took place 30-31.10.2018 in Tallinn

Project website:

http://www.effect4buildings.se/en/Pages/default.aspx 



		5.5. ERREC 2.0 - Environmental Responsibility and Resource Efficiency

		Promoting resource efficient solutions in food industry and create a long term co-operation between food industry and science

		INTERREG BSR Programme Seed Money Facility

		Lahti University of Applied Sciences; University of Gävle; Aalto University; University of Latvia; ITMO University, St. Petersburg, Russia

		2017-2018

		Ongoing



		5.6. SUMBA – sustainable urban mobility

		Promoting alternative mobility solutions for the cities and municipalities

		INTERREG BSR Programme Seed Money Facility

		Hamburg City; Riga, City, Tartu City, Baltic Environment Forum etc.

		2017-2019

		Ongoing, www.sumba.eu 

Conference on transport modelling and data management on 4-5 December, 2018 in Tallinn



		Other 

		

		

		

		

		



		5.7. “SEA-RIMS – Sustainable and ethical adaptation to the rising mean sea-level”

		Research reports and articles on ethical aspects of sea level rise impacts

		FORMAS

		KTH, Swedgeo, HA Climate. 

		2017-2021



		Ongoing. HA Climate is an associated partner of the project. 

http://projects.swedgeo.se/searims/ 



		New Applications

		

		

		

		

		



		5.8. CASCADE – Community Safety Action for Supporting Climate Adaptation and Development

		Development of long-term climate change related risks assessment methodology and 

train decision makers’, spatial planners’, developers’, critical infrastructure operators’, rescue services’, etc. practical knowledge of climate change effects and how to manage those.

		DG ECHO Union Civil Protection Mechanism

		The Southwest Finland Emergency Services; UBC, CBSS, ÅAU, and DRR authorities and research institutions  from DK, EE, FI, DE, LV, PL and SE

		2019-2021

		Application submitted, and funding approved, contracting underway project will start in January, 2019



		5.9. BSR Water

		Project platform for stormwater and wastewater management in BSR

		Interreg BSP

		UBC SCC HELCOM, Environmental School of Finland, Berlin University of Technology, University of Tartu and Gdansk University of Technology,

Helsinki and Riga

		2019-2020

		Platform was selected for funding, kick-off meeting planned 27–29 November 2018, Riga, Latvia



		5.10. SUMANU

		Project platform for sustainable manure and nutrient management

		Interreg BSP

		LUKE (FI), HELCOM, ECRI(EE); RISE(SE); BSAG (FI); Organe Institute Aps (DK)

		2019-2020

		Platform was selected for funding



		5.11. WaterEnergy - Promoting Renewable Energy in Wastewater Treatment

		A transferable toolbox for biogas production and recovery optimization; pilot demonstration technology options

		Interreg BSP

		Lidköping University (SE) and 12 local and regional public authorities, WWT utilities, universities, research centres 

		2019-2021

		Application submitted 09.04.2018, not successful



		5.12. IMPRESSme - Policy recommendations to improve industrial SMEs´ energy efficiency support programmes

		Deployment of best available technologies on green and low carbon technologies, specially by engaging industrial SME-s.

		Interreg BSP

		University of Gävle (SE) etc.

		2019-2021

		Application submitted 09.04.2018,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Not successful
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Fact sheet: The BioBIGG project 
Bioeconomy in the South Baltic Area: 
Biomass-based Innovation and Green Growth 
 
The BioBIGG project aims at mobilising the innovation potential related to unutilized 
biological resources in the agro-industrial value chains in the South Baltic Area. The project 
hereby seeks to strengthen the SME innovation capacity by the means of cross-border 
knowledge transfer, advisory activities and preparation of pilot projects and investments. 
 
Bioeconomy is the production and utilisation of biological resources, innovative biological 
processes and principles to provide sustainably produced food and industrial goods and 
energy. Thus the bioeconomy can be described as the next economic development wave 
shaping the post-fossil society, in which new biomass-based materials and products are 
introduced. 
On this background the bioeconomy and its biological resources represent a unique 
platform for innovation efforts and business opportunities. In many countries SMEs are 
key drivers of biomass-based innovation. Yet, there is a need to empower the enterprises 
and other actors to participate in bioeconomy development in the South Baltic Area. 
 
When it comes to the regions located within the South Baltic Area there are though many 
similarities. They all have a large share of agriculture, and there are a number of urban 
areas and agglomerations, in which food manufacturing and chemical plants are situated. 
 
The BioBIGG is aiming at unlocking these innovation potentials related to unutilised 
and new biological resources, especially by-products and residuals found in and along 
the agro-industrial value chains, such as grain production (especially wheat straw), 
sugar beet production, vegetable production and manufacturing, wood and timber 
production, new crops etc.  
 
These materials and their building blocks deriving from these value chains might be 
converted into a variety of innovative food and non-food products. The BioBIGG project will 
identify those potentials, point out and prepare the most relevant and economically 
attractive opportunities for piloting and investments, seen in a cross-border perspective. 
 
BioBIGG will carry out a series of regionally based and crossborder seminars and 
workshop involving SMEs, business networks and other key actors in the bioeconomy. 
Based on the biomass resources, the enterprises and the production systems in the 
participating regions proposals for promising biomass-based products and production 
opportunities will be identified and developed. 
Existing knowledge will be transferred between the regions. New knowledge along with 
concrete proposals for innovative products, processes and business opportunities will be 
disseminated to SMEs and other actors. 
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9th BSR Climate Change Dialogue Platform RT meeting

16. November 2018, in Riga, Latvia

at the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development of the Republic of Latvia, Peldu street 25, Riga (Room 101)

Draft Agenda

The RT agenda will focus on following issues: exchange of information on the progress of the national adaptation and mitigation policy developments in the BSR countries, HA Climate projects development and on the role of the local government on adapting and rising resilience to climate change.

09:30 -10:00 Registration and welcome coffee

10:00 Start of the meeting


Welcome by Chair of the meeting. 


10:05 – 10:15 Introduction of the agenda of the meeting (CBSS Secretariat)

Draft Agenda of the meeting will be sent to RT members together with initial invitation to the meeting.


10:15 – 11:00

1. Development of National Climate Change Adaptation Policy in Latvia 


Mrs. Ilze Pruse, Director of the Climate Change Department at the Latvian Ministry for Environment and Regional Development will introduce the process and outcome of the preparation of National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy for Latvia. 

11:00 -12:00


2. Tour de table, (All RT members)  

 RT participants are invited to provide short report on the progress of the national adaptation and mitigation policy developments in the CBSS member states and their respective organizations. 

12:00 -13:00 Lunch, at restaurant Folkklubs nearby the Ministry building

13:00 – 15:00 

3. Local governments role in adapting and rising resilience to Climate Change

What are obligations to the municipalities imposed by legislation, what are incentives to increase resilience, what are the activities carried out, what are barriers and needs to respond to climate risks and to be more resilient, what are needs for capacity building and cooperating etc.)

in Sweden – Jacob von Oelreich, SMHI-Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute 

in Norway – Ida Gildestad, Advisor, Norwegian Environment Agency 

in Poland - Marcin Gradzki, Chief Specialist, Ministry of the Environment of Poland 

in Denmark - Rikke Nan Valdemarsen, Advisor, Central Denmark Region

in Latvian Salacgriva Municipality – Dagnis Straubergs, Mayor of the Salacgriva 

15:00-15:30 Coffee

15:30 -16:00

4. Needs of the local governments for capacity building on adapting to the climate change    

Björn Grönholm, Head of Sustainable Development Commission of the UBC

16:00-17:00


5. Stocktaking of the HA Climate Flagship projects  

BioBIGG


EFFECT4Buildings


SUMBA


CASCADE

17:00-17:20

6. Coming events/actions (CBSS Secretariat, RT members)

Updated HA Climate workplan has been sent to RT members prior the meeting. Participants are invited to give overview on planned events and actions, which maid be of interest to other RT members or their respective networks and events included to the calendar of HA CLIMATE.


17:20 –17:30

7. Any other business & next meeting 

Next Climate Dialogue Platform Round-table meeting is scheduled to take place in Denmark in autumn 2019. Participants are invited to suggest suitable dates for the meeting.

17:30 End of the meeting
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